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redressed,'if you cherish your most worthy hope of raising your whole order peacefully and solidly, if you thirst for leisure and knowledge, if you long to lessen these inequalities which have been our stumbling-block since the beginning of the world, then cast aside sloth and cry out against an Unjust War, and urge us of the middle classes to do no less."
Throughout this period his letters are full of the same excitement, and of the same feeling that it was to the working classes that the only useful appeal could be made. " I was at the working-men's meeting at the Cannon Street Hotel on Wednesday/' he writes on the 4th of May; " it was quite a success; they seem to have advanced since last autumn. Some of them spoke very well, nor would the meeting so much as listen to George Potter on the other side. Burt (M.P. for Morpeth and who is, or was, a working man) was chairman^ and spoke excellently though shortly, with a strong Northumbrian tongue: he seemed a capital fellow. Meantime the Liberal party is blown to pieces, and everything is in-confusion."
As summer passed over, the shadow of imminent war lifted: but in autumn Morris was once more eagerly at work on the Committee which, under the presidency of Lord Lawrence, strove unavailingly to prevent the Afghan campaign, which was accepted by the war-party in England as an equivalent for open hostilities with Russia. At the beginning of 1878, when the Russian troops had forced the Balkans, the crisis became acute again. "This is terrible news," he writes on the 5th of January, when war seemed all but certain. "I confess I am really astounded at the folly that can play with such tremendous tools in this way ; and more and more I feel how entirely right the flattest democracy is/' At a meeting held in Exeter Hall on the i6th to protestesponsible capital. Fellow-Sj look to it, and if you have any wrongs to beit to Mr. William De Morgan,f this                           ! double process of destruction and addition, the whole                           /? surface of the building is necessarily tampered with; so                           /   * that the appearance of antiquity is taken away from                          | figure by fire
